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Abstract
This paper presented empirical evidence on theesmasd impact of environmental

degradation using the perception of Social Stutti@mee-teachers in University of
llorin, Kwara State, Nigeria. The study adoptedesdtiptive survey research type
with a sample of 180 Social Studies Students difaem the 2016 Contact Session
of the Sandwich Programme of the Institute of Edana University of llorin,
Kwara State through a purposive sampling technigdel6-item researchers’
designed questionnaire was developed and was dabjdo face and content
validity by experts in the Department of SocialeBces Education, University of
llorin, Kwara State. The instrument for data cotiea was a questionnaire titled
“Causes and Impact of Environmental Degradation ioenaire (CIEDQ)"which
was trial-tested on trainee-teachers outside ofghmple using a split-half method.
The two set of scores were correlated using Croim#dpha which yielded a
reliability co-efficient of 0.86. Arithmetic Meanaw used to answer the research
guestions without a corresponding hypothesis ataaceptable threshold of 2.50
while the null hypothesis was tested with the Usetest statistic at 0.05 level of
significance. From the results presented, it wasommended among others that;
the teaching of environmental pollution/degradatiamd environmental studies in
Social Studies curriculum at all levels of the estian system should be intensified
with all the seriousness it deserves so that thangopopulation would be
intellectually equipped to respond to issues agsiftom the exploitation and
exploration of the physical environment.
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Introduction

The physical environment consisting of the atmosphéair), lithosphere (land), and hydrosphere
(water)components are all given by nature for thesisal of humanity and other living creatures. dther
words, the dynamic relationship between man angHysical environment ought to be symbiotic anchbeéd
such that while the physical environment consi$geptovides life support for humans and other lgin
organisms, the environment ought also to enjoysttrae measure of care, support and possible repiatdm
man. Over the years,the activities of man have gadhat the air, the land and the seas are thereaturce
store house where all of man’s needs aremet withotng a thought for its sustainability (Ebong,03).In
effect, the continuous exploitation and exploratafnthe resources within the physical environmeytnian
without a corresponding care on it;is increasinghgatening the survival of man and other livingamism by
making them become more vulnerable to all formgater and airborne diseases (Partha, 2008).

Little wonder, Miller (1998) argues that the redantin environmental resources and its attendaotedese in
the level of use by man can be said be a manifestaf environmental degradation. On their partrof@kon
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and Ukpali (2015) see the concept of environmedggkadation as a situation where the vegetationsail and
the water components of the physical environmenirat@ates in quality and quantity. In other words,
environmental degradation can also manifest infdhm of ecosystem imbalance, land, water and diupon
(Global Policy, 2016). Thus, this paper considargirenmental degradation to mean the constant @nosnd
depletion in quality and quantity of the blessitigat God Almighty endowed the physical environmientthe
sole purpose of man’s continual survival. Seveelsative factors have been implicated in the caotis
erosion of the quality of air that man breath, thmlity of land we cultivate and as well as theligpand
quantity of water and the aquatic organisms thaexoit for a living.

Among the many causes that are often listed to atdiye role in environmental degradation are mitlimited
to overpopulation, poverty, point and non-pointrses of pollution, cattle grazing, indiscriminatetting of
trees without corresponding replacement throughesgiyve tree planting, natural causes, oil spilagee to
equipment failure, desertification, and so on. iRgtance, while the population of Nigeria contintegrow in
a geometric progression; the air, land and watsoues available for use by the ever-growingpdjmua
remain the same. In view of this, Botkin and Kel(@098) argued that the frequent damages doneeto th
environment can be blamed on the large human ptgulaccupying the physical environment. This paitsio
reflected in the views expressed by lwejingi (203kye (2012), Olaniyi, Ojekunle and Anuijo (2013hav
separately maintained that the ever-growing hungulation with its attendant activities have modnteuch
pressure on the limited resources housed withipHysical environment thereby causing degradatimhhearm
to human health.

Another major cause of environmental degradaticsoiting to John (2009) is what could be referrecago
point and non-point sources of pollution. Accordittg him, point sources of pollution are those pidio

generated from a fixed or stationery facilitiedarationsthat are traceable. Examples of pointcopollution

include chemicals coming out from pipelines, oillsglue to equipment failure or vandalism and senok gas
flaring from factories and gas stations. Againg ttackdrop, Worgu (2000), Etuonovbe (2009), Nii2§i12)

all alluded to the fact that the frequent oil sgks and gas flaring in the Niger Delta region antdor the lots
of damages (degradation) done to the air, landveatgr resources with enormous health implicationthon

human population in the region.

On the other hand, non-point source pollution iganivequent than point source pollution and is tifpe of
pollution that is responsible for harming mostlod aquatic creatures in the rivers and other watgishannels
which make it difficult to track its origin or scze. The pollutants are carried off the land byrsto€ommon
examples of non-point sources are agricultural ffigndorestry, urban development, mining, constiamgt
dams, channels, land disposal, saltwater intrusiad, city streets (John, 2009; Skye, 2012). Sitgilaratural
sources like tsunami, storm, wildfire, hurricarendslides and earthquakes have been found to lootgtrin no
small measure to environmental degradation in mass of the world in the sense that their occureeaiways
leave behind devastating effects by completelyrdating plants and animals in their local habitatthe point
where proper functioning and existence is no lompgesible (Skye, 2012).

Again, the ever-increasing effects of global wamgnamd climate change cannot also be exoneratédutigltbal
debate of environmental degradation. For exampbth lgjualitative and quantitative research have show
clearly that there is a strong correlation betwekmate change and the continued decimation oftpland
animals, and displacement of human settlementaugrairought, flooding, excessive heat waves, heavy
season and off-season rainfalls, etc. Empiricdllyata (2011), Olaniyi, Ojekunle and Anuijo (2013sarted
that climate change has not only exerted profouffigce on agricultural productivity and food securin
Nigeria such that farmlands no longer yield bouwmtifiarvests in spite of improved seedlings and rothe
agricultural inputs but that the Nigeria's ecosysteas greatly been affected as a result of the dmgaffects

of climate change.
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In another dimension, Chukwu(2008) established>aisidetween poverty and environmental degradation i
Nigeria by stating that most of the environmentdhted problems being witnessed today are poveitem
causes manifesting in deforestation, excavation qratrying activities for example. Chukwu explairtbat
when the vast majority of the human population@rer without steady means of livelihood, there isradency
for them to resort to the indiscriminate and illefgdling of trees or lumbering and excavating deth surface
for commercial purposes. By so doing, the natuaditat of wildlife is not only taken away, but itrther leads
to the removal of valuable tree species, depletibrthe ozone layer and desertification. Excavationmd
overgrazing by cattle also contribute to the figgihnd destruction of the earth’s crust, destorctof soil-
related micro-organisms and erosion.

Ironically, while man has been identified as thganperpetrator of environmental problems throughvarious
activities, he (man) alongside other living orgamsslike plants and animals are also seen to beithiens of
the effects or impact of environmental degradatfear. example, the socio-economic conditions of peape
significantly affected due to environmental degtada Indeed, the socio-economic means of livelthobrural
dwellers in most cases are also completely takesyadue to environmental degradation (Udofia & Ugom
2011). In addition, Iwejingi (2011), Ogboru and An¢2015) are of the opinion that the high numbeaiofind
water-borne diseases such as cholera, typhoid,feterare direct consequences of environmentataglissues
such as environmental degradation.

There is also a huge economic and security imjpdinadf environmental degradation in the senseithaists a
lot in terms of monetary value to remedy the eHeat environmental degradation. For instance, théed
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) report rel@ase2011 indicates that over $1 billion will begréred
within the first five years up to thirty years coleqion period to clean up the Ogoniland (in the éifpelta
region) devastated by the activities of oil multiopals operating in the area (Duru, 2014).Emmai2el4)
posits that both the Nigerian society and its ecopare negatively affected by the numerous effettman’s
activities on the physical environment. In a simitain, Fagbohun (2011) also argued that environaiéssues
such as deforestation, loss of biodiversity anceotnvironmental related problems can seriouslyéeda
threat to the security of a nation.

Interestingly, the fact that environmental issues paramount concern to students of Social Studies
researchers in Social Studies Education it becarngdal to sample the perception of Social Studiemee-
teachers on the causes and impacts of environmee¢mhdation especially against the backdrop otk
renewed zeal and vigour to meet the recently ag@@2D global achievement target of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) using education as the effective instrument. Thus, one of the main otiyes

of Social Studies is to enable the child to un@ersthis social and physical environments (Ogund89). In
line with this, Social Studies has been definethasstudy of how man influences and is in turnueficed by
his physical, social, political, religious, econamipsychological, cultural, scientific and techrgital
environments (Adaralegbe, 1975). By the above d&fin man is to ensure that he adapts and surves
exploiting and exploring his physical environmemidanot to destroy it. Social Studies, therefores Hze
mandateto enlightening the young ones on the dangedestroying the physical environment and how to
preserve and sustain it.

Statement of the Problem

It must be acknowledged that there exists a corslde number of qualitative and quantitative reslear
evidence of the causes and effects of environmeatggtadation on agricultural activities, biodiversand
ecosystem, socio-economic and health conditionpeafple in Nigeria and elsewhere. Examples of such
research evidence could be found in the findingsnted byWorgu (2000), Chukwu (2008), Etuonovbed@0
Iwejingi (2011), Udofia and Udom (2011), Nnaji (201 Duru (2014), Ogboru and Anga (2015), and Yaro,
Okon, and Ukpali (2015).
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However, there seems to be a research gap in ¢as af geographic, sample, instrument and stasstipe.
That is, none of these previous studies as higtddyifiocused on the perception of University ofidoBocial
Studies trainee-teachers on the causes and implets/ironmental degradation in Nigeria. This isathdition
to the non-usage of the exact type of structurettument and statistic that is being considerethisstudy by
the previous researchers. It is on the strengtthe$e identified gaps that this present study itsdvery
foundation.

Purpose of the Study
The primarypurpose of the paper is to examine #regption of Social Studies trainee-teachers irvehsity of
llorin on causes and impact of environmental degfiad in Nigeria. Specifically, the paper seeks to:
1. determine the major causes of environmental defoad@n Nigeria using the perception of Social
Studies trainee-teachers in University of llorin.
2. examine the impact of environmental degradatiorsustainable environment in Nigeria as perceived
by Social Studies trainee-teachers in Universititafn.
3. determine whether female and male Social Studigsee-teachers in University of llorin differ
significantly in their perception of the causes angact of environmental degradation in Nigeria.

Research Questions
Three research questions were raised to guidetestigation.
1. What are the major causes of environmental degadat Nigeria?
2. To what extent does environmental degradation immerc sustainable development prospects in
Nigeria?
3. Do female and male Social Studies trainee-teadhddmiversity of llorin differ in their perceptionf
the causes and impact of environmental degradatibligeria?

Research Hypothesis

One research hypothesis was raised and teste isttialy.

Ho,: There is no significant difference between fermmtel male Social Studies trainee-teachers pereepfio
the causes and impact of environmental degradatibligeria.

Methodology

In collecting data for the study, the descriptivevey research type was adopted because of itsjitef
allowing the researchers to clearly assess respisidmpinions and perception toward the issuessitugtions
under investigation (Ofo, 1994). The target popatatof this study comprised of all the Sandwich i&bc
Studies students from the 2016 Contact SessiomefSandwich Programme of the Institute of Education
University of llorin, Kwara State; while a samplel80 Social Studies students was drawn throughrpgsive
sampling technique. A 16-item researchers’ designesstionnaire was developed, and it was subjdotéate
and content validity by Test and Measurement expartthe Department of Social Sciences Education,
University of llorin, Kwara State.

The instrument for data collection was a questioentitled “Causes and Impact of Environmental Z&gtion
Questionnaire (CIEDQ)” which was trial-tested oairiee-teachers outside of the sampled school @ssmit-
half method. The two set of scores were correlaggdg Cronbach-Alpha which yielded reliability cheient
of 0.86. Arithmetic Mean was used to answer theassh questions without a corresponding hypottetsan
acceptable threshold of 2.50 while the null hypsihevas tested with the use of t-test statisti@.@5 level of
significance.
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Results
Resear ch Question 1:What are the major causes of environmental degoadat Nigeria?

Table 1: Mean Scores of Responses on the Causes of Envirartedddegradation in Nigeria as Perceived by
Social Studies Trainee-Teachers in University obtin.

SIN Items X Decision Rank
1. Over population has mounted much pressure omaberal

environment thereby causing degradation. 3.54 Accepted 3
2. Pollution generated from point and non-pointrses is a

major cause of environmental degradation in Nigeria 3.29 Accepted 5
3. Environmental degradation can also be causedaiigt like

storms. 3.35 Accepted 4
4. The indiscriminate felling of trees without aesponding

replacement through planting has contributed tordstation. 3.54 Accepted 34
5. Incessant excavation of the earth surface ishancause ol

environmental degradation. 3.67 Accepted 1
6. Environmental degradation is also caused

by desertification. 3.13 Accepted Yy
7. Oil spillages due to equipment failure and pipelandalism.

3.57 Accepted 2nd

8. Frequent grazing on farmlands by cattle. 3.16 cefted 8

Grand Mean 27.25

Table 1 shows the mean scores of responses omtises of environmental degradation in Nigeria asgdeed

by Social Studies trainee-teachers in Universitylarfin. All the items had mean scores above theeptable
threshold of 2.50. Hence it follows that they attaunt for various degrees of environmental dediawlan
Nigeria. Based on rank, items 5, 7 and 1 were mdke2™ and 3 in their cause of environmental degradation
in Nigeria.

Research Question:Po what extent does environmental degradation imnerc sustainable development
prospects in Nigeria?

Table 2: Mean Scores of Responses on the Impacts of Envirental Degradation in Nigeria as Perceived by
Social Studies Trainee-Teachers in University obtin.

SN Items X Decision Rank
1. Environmental degradation has negatively imghote human

health. 3.51 Accepted 1
2. The tourism industry in Nigeria has been affécthie to

environmental degradation. 3.13 Accepted gn
3. Environmental degradation has affected the eognmf

Nigeria. 3.40 Accepted 34
4. The ecosystem and its biodiversity have beeh do to

environmental degradation. 3.22 Accepted 7
5. Environmental degradation has also contributesl global

effect of climate change in Nigeria. 3.31 Accepted 5
6. Environmental degradation is contributing to dhife

extinction. 3.38 Accepted 4
7. Human life is under threat due to the impaotmfironmental

degradation. 3.41 Accepted 2
8. General developmental fortunes Nigeria is alampered by

the impacts of environmental degradation. 3.27 Accepted 6"

Grand Mean 26.63
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Table 2 shows the mean scores of responses onntpacis of environmental degradation in Nigeria as
perceived by social studies trainee-teachers invéisity of llorin. All the items had mean scoresab the
acceptable threshold of 2.50. Hence it follows #ratironmental degradation has not only impacteghtieely

on human health of Nigerians, but the tourism, gstesn, biodiversity and economy of Nigeria has ddeen
battered by the effects of environmental degradaf@sed on rank, items 1, 7 and 3 were ranRe@1and &
respectively.

Hypothesis
Ho,: There is no significant difference between fermaied male Social Studies trainee-teachers’ pexmeod
the causes and impacts of environmental degradatibigeria.

Table 3: T-test Analysis of Female and Male Social Studiesifiee-Teachers’ Perception of the Causes and
Impacts of Environmental Degradation in Nigeria.

Group No X SD df t. cal Sig Decision
Female 126 53.65 597.74 Accept Null
Male 54 53.31  383.54 178  0.12* p<0.05  Hypothesis

* Significant p < 0.05

Table 3 shows that the calculated t-value of Osli2ss than the critical t-value of 1.96 at 178rdegf freedom
and 0.05 level of significance. Therefore, the rypothesis is accepted. This means that femalenzaid
Social Studies trainee-teachers’ in University lofih do not differ significantly in their percepti of the
causes and impacts of environmental degradatidligeria.

Discussion of Findings

From the data collected, analyzed and present@alite 1, it is obvious from the perception of Sb8tdies
trainee-teachers in University of llorin that thegdadation of the environment is as a result oés#vfactors
most of which are human-induced factors that teaddistort the smooth functioning of the physical
environment. This appears to be in line with theiten of Iwejingi (2011) that the rapid growth lhuman
population in Nigeria has mounted enormous pressuaréhe land, air and water resources which evégtua
leads to the degradation of the environment witeralant consequences on human health. The answers t
research question one is also in sync with the siefvSkye (2012) that the major cause of envirortalen
degradation all over the world is human disturbameehe physical environment. The findings in Tablare
also in agreement with the opinions of Worgu (20@xtuonovbe (2009), Nnaji (2012), and Duru (2014)wh
maintained for instance that, the exploitation axgloration activities of oil multinationals opera in the
Niger Delta region coupled with the wanton desinrcand vandalism of oil and gas installations gygréeved
youths contributes in no small measure to the datias of the environment experienced by the peoplée
Niger Delta region of Nigeria.

Similarly, the results as presented in Table 2 shthat due to environmental degradation, humarttheile
tourism industry, the economy, the ecosystem aodibérsity, developmental prospects among otheoiant
aspects of national cum physical environment ineNaare severely affected. In fact, this is insmrance with
what Fagbohun (2011) noted that when the enviromisenade unusable through pollution or naturabueses
are misused, over-used (and in most cases depléted)n deprive the vast majority of people of e&x to
critical and basic survival resources which woaltgt result to civil strife or instability in suelheas.This is true
because, for instance, the cattle’s grazing on lfards across the federation has over the yeardtedsin
violence and killings between herdsmen and farmidsn, the indiscriminate and illegal felling os without
corresponding replacement through tree plantingrivdsonly affected wildlife, but it has also cobtited to
erosion and destruction of valuable forest reseirv@sost communities across the federation.
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Again, the only research hypothesis tested in tilngyswhich is reported in Table 3 showed that Hethale and
male Social Studies trainee-teachers in Universityorin were more or less the same in their pptioa of the
causes and impacts of environmental degradatidigaria. This means that based on their (i.e. $&tiadies
trainee-teachers) level of exposure to environmemawledge in Social Studies, their perceptionldouot
have been coloured by their gender. In other wotldls, impacts of environmental degradation are lglt
everybody irrespective of social class or gender.

Conclusion

By way of conclusion, it can be submitted here thatphysical environment in Nigeria is at riskiigent steps
and concerted efforts by all and sundry is not taka an ideal situation, there ought to be in texise a
symbiotic relationship and interaction betweentibean population and the environment that the Altriyidnas
given us freely for survival and sustenance. Aneeéds to be done in the area of environmental costsen

and sustainability not only by the government bigb andividual citizens and communities. Therefottee

following recommendations are made in the lighthef findings arising from this study:

1.

any exploitation or exploration of the resourceshimi the environment must be done in such a way
that the future effects of such activities are @mesly taken care of especially at the level of
environmental impact assessment.

in order to ensure a safer and sustainable envieohrnfor the present and future generations,
everybody (the young and the old, the professiorsmid non-professionals, the educated and
uneducated, etc.) must be fully mobilized, sersitiand educated on the best practical ways to explo
the environment without necessarily destroyinglthlance of the ecosystem.

the teaching of emerging issues such as envirorahpoliution/degradation and environmental studies
in Social Studies curriculum at all levels of th#ueation system should be intensified with all the
seriousness it deserves.

therevitalization and strengthening of environmeptatection agencies at the federal, states acal lo
governments with a corresponding strict enforcentdéregnabling environmental laws will go a long
way to reduce incidences that may likely causerenmental degradation in Nigeria.

To ensure that youth restiveness and militancgdsiced to the barest minimum especially in the Nige
Delta region, there is need to harness the ressufcthe environment without necessarily destroying

them.
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