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Abstract
This study examined community mobilization towaadsiressing orphans and

vulnerable children phenomenon in Nigeria. Thresegach questions were raised
and one null hypothesis was tested to guide thiys# descriptive survey research
design was adopted for the study. 6,774,331wasteresi as the target
populations. A sample size of 480 respondents teelewas across the six geo-
political zone of Nigeria. A multi-stage samplingp@edure consisting of stratified
sampling, simple random sampling and purposive $agpechnique was used. A
self-developed questionnaire and Focus Group D&ons(FGD) were used for
data collection. The reliability test of the ingtnents was done using test retest
technique and a co-efficient 0.87 was obtained. &drainistration of the instrument
was done by the researchers and five field reseasdistants. The data collected
were analyzed using frequency count, percentagesnnand Pearson Product
Moment Correlation. Hypothesis formulated was este0.05 level of significance.
One of the findings revealed that the needs of @&\& not been adequately met. It
was therefore, recommended that community memberdds pool their resources
and ideas to carter for them especially in provigdiaccess to health, education and
welfare services. In addition, global partnershimeng stakeholders particularly
the civil societies should be sought and pursued.
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Introduction
The number of Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OV&Cincreasing daily and its calls greater attemtid
governments at all levels, international organaatiphilanthropist, faith based organizations, Icsaciety
organizations, non-governmental organizations,aagorkers among others. More emphatically, goremt
alone at whatever level cannot adequately satistha needs of orphans and vulnerable childrereeigfly in
the areas of health, education and welfare servitks is due to the lack of baseline data on thell of
vulnerability which is amorphous. The NationalriPte Action on Orphans and Vulnerable Children igédfia
(2007) noted that children who could be vulnerahlght not be exhaustive, for working purposes, éddk
defined as a boy or girl below 18 years of age evhil orphan on the other hand is a child (belovatgeof 18)
who has lost one or both parents, irrespectivehefdause of death. Those who have lost both paegats
commonly referred to as “double orphaned”. Howedefinition of vulnerability varies from society swciety;
therefore definitions are community specific. Thedéral Ministry of Social Development (2007) prasd
some key indicators determining children’s vulndigbincluding children that are:

i. Children with physical and material disabilities

ii. Neglected children

iii. Child beggars, destitute children and scavengers

iv. Children from broken homes
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V. Internally displaced children
Vi. Children who have dropped out of school
Vii. Abandoned children.

UNICEF (2002) in Olagbuji and Okojie (2015) repaftihat evidence has shown that OVC in Nigeria live
deplorable conditions and are exposed to neglaplpiation, and abuse and deprived of basic hunigints
and needs. The burden of poverty makes familiescantmunities unable to cope with the increased rurmob
orphans (McKenna, 2010). Over the years, many nousefactors have contributed to OVC phenomenon
ranging from death, communal conflicts, war, potticrises and natural disasters. Many childredigeria are
mostly affected by all these aforementioned creasas have increasingly contributed to the large paijmn of
influx of under age children in the Internally Diaped Persons (IDPs). One of the major teethinfjeriges in
contemporary times is the rapid growth in the numndfelnternally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in nortistern
part of Nigeria. Individuals are displaced wheeyttare forced to move from their locality or envingent. In
view of this, it has been established through metethat women and children are particularly vulide to
violence and abuse of all kinds (Dada, 2007).

In Nigeria context Almajiris’ were also classifiedd OVC. Most of these children were living far aweym
both their parents and guardians. They are mostlgd in northern Nigeria. The Almajirai constitdite largest
group of out-of-school children in Nigeria. Numbegiabout 10 million, this segment of the Nigeriapplation
poses tremendous challenges to attaining Eductgiofll (EFA) and Millennium Development Goals (MBH
as well as other notable international conventems protocols. To neglect this group does not delyy them
their fundamental rights but also jeopardizes tlontry’s pursuit of her home-grown technological
development and economic transformation (UBE, 2010)

On the issue of orphans, it is certain that pated¢é@th can affect various aspects of a growinddhi
development. The effect of parental death on edutas likely to vary as previous studies have show
(Andrews, Skinner, Zuma, 2006). The loss of a fatvemother can result in loss of shelter, schaopebut or
non-enrolment in school, poor health outcomes, utdtion, abuse and stigmatization. Therefore, st i
imperative that mobilization of all and sundry mhbsing the lasting solution to any problems withhme t
community. Akanji and Olawuni (2011) observed tlebugh mobilization community people would be more
aware of their right and of their responsibilitiddso, this could make people aware of the problefmtheir
society and think of what they are as individuadd as groups could do towards addressing the prsble

Statement of the Problem

The outrageous number of orphans and vulnerabldrehi (OVC) in Nigeria is worrisome. These sub-greu
are facing numerous problems in many settings gehN& ranging from malnutrition, hawking, poor edltian,
poor shelter, poor health care, sexual harassnmehtape among others. These concerns emerged fiaomg m
studies concerning OVC'’s. Chirdanet al (2015) cateld a study on situational analysis of orphans and
vulnerable Children in urban and rural communité®lateau State. Similarly, Ibeh (2011) workedservices
available for Orphans and Vulnerable Children irufin State. In the same vein, Olagbuji and Okoj&L8)
researched on the assessment of the implementdttbe national policy on orphans and vulnerabliédehn in
Benin City, Edo State, Nigeria. However, studiesvehaot focused on community mobilization towards
addressing orphans and vulnerable children phenomén Nigeria especially where gaps exist, as asl|
explore ways to fill these gaps.

Objectives of the study
The objectives that guided the study were to:
i. explore the attitudes of Nigerians towards carorgoffphans and vulnerable children;
. analyse the views of orphans and vulnerable childi@ut Nigerians in meeting their daily needs;
and
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iii. examine the strategies for community mobilizatiowards addressing orphans and vulnerable
children phenomenon in Nigeria.

Research questions
The following research questions were raised byédkearchers:
i. What are the attitudes of Nigerians towards cafingprphans and vulnerable children?
ii. What are the views of orphans and vulnerable afildibout Nigerians in meeting their needs?
iii. What are the strategies for community mobilizattowards addressing orphans and vulnerable
children phenomenon in Nigeria?

Research Hypothesis
HO,: There is no significant relationship between thgtuales of Nigerians and views of orphans and
vulnerable children towards meeting their dailydsee

Methodology

Research Design

The descriptive survey was employed for the stddhe design considered relevant because it sougbtitean
the views and opinions of the respondents (germrhlic) in mobilization towards addressing orphamsl
vulnerable children phenomenon in Nigeria. Cheak &ohutt (2010) reported that, survey researctgdéasian
efficient method for systematically collecting détam a broad spectrum of individuals and educaticetting.

Population, Sample and Sampling techniques

A total of 6,774,331populations was obtained frdra 2006 population census and considered as thettar
population for study. The sample size was by usRagsoft online sample calculator (2017). A minimum
sample size of 377 respondents was recommendeddopulation of that magnitude. However, the mimmu
recommended sample size was increased to 480 aartge for the study by the researchers in oalbatve a
fair representation of the target population.

Multi-stage sampling procedure was adopted. Affitisé stage, stratified random sampling techniquses wised

to select two (2) states from each of the six gelitipal zone of Nigeria: North-West, North-Eastpth-
Central, South-West, South-East and South-Southt &) 12 states were selected across the cousgg (
Appendix ). Also, at the second stage, simple camdsampling technique was used to draw two (2) Loca
Government Areas in each of the state capitalschwihiakes 24 local government areas. At the firadest
purposive sampling was adopted to sample 20 regmsd10 members of the general public and 10 aipha
and vulnerable children) willing to participate the study in each of the local government areaspkaimn
making a total of four hundred and eighty (480pmesients.

Instruments

Two major research instruments were used for dataation for the study. These include: Interviemda self-
developed questionnaire tagged “Community Mobii@atAddressing Orphans and Vulnerable Children
Phenomenon in Nigerian Questionnaire” (CMAOVCPNQ@).consisted of three (3) sections: Section A
contained demographic information of the resporslettiat is, gender, age and geographical localtiGe B
contained 10 items on the attitudes of Nigeriangatos caring for orphans and vulnerable childrexctisn C
focused on the strategies for community mobilizattowards addressing orphans and vulnerable childre
phenomenon in Nigeria. Two formats of approprigitiams were provided from which respondents were to
choose. The options to these items were taken wn(#) point Likert scale type rating Always (ALQften
(OF), Occasionally (OC) and Never (NV). And alsdroBgly Agree (SA); Agree (A); Disagree (D); and
Strongly Disagree (SD)

In the same vein, In-depth interviews (IDIs) in acBs Group Discussion (FGD) manner were also used t
obtain information from respondents (OVC). The sit® was based on contact with OVC around theestre
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the major cities sampled for the study without hias for gender, age or educational status. Tiporees were
recorded verbatim and transcribed where necessahefter understanding. The interviews were stinect and
sought the views of OVC about Nigerians in meeth@r needs. The items in the instruments weralagdd by
experts in the fields of adult education, test amehsurement through a cross-examination by peéwean
relation to the research questions raised for thdys The reliability co-efficient of the instrumewas carried
out using test re-test technique and 0.87 was mddaivhich revealed that the instrument was reliftnehe
study.

Procedure for Data Collection

The administration of the instruments was donehyresearchers and five field research assistamigive in
the states sampled for the study. The researchade sure that the selected assistants were familiarthe
interpretation of the content of the instrumentthim language of the immediate environment of gspondents.
This was necessary in case if respondent did ndénstand English. All the questionnaires were ssafcdly
filled and returned.

Method of Data Analysis
The data collected were analyzed using frequenaptso percentages andPearson Product Moment G@rela
Hypothesis formulated was tested at 0.05 levelgfificance.

Results
This section presents the results and interpretdtam the data collected as illustrated below:

Research Question 1What are the attitudes of Nigerians towards cafiogorphans and vulnerable children?

Table 1: Analysis of the attitudes of Nigerians towards caring for orphans and vulnerable children

S/N  Nigerians attitudes Frequency, Percentage (%8 Mean
AL OF ocC NV Mean
1. | provide three meals per day for orphans argd 77 60 19 2.94
vulnerable children living within my area. (35%) (32.1%) (25%) (7.9%)
2. My religious beliefs encouraged care foi28 112 0 0 3.53
orphans and vulnerable children. (53.3%) (46.7%) (0%) (0%)
3. | offered donations for less privileged children 109 84 28 19 3.18
(45.4%) (35%) (11.7%) (7.9%)
4, | visited orphanage home on regular basis. 15 52 60 113 1.87
(6.25%) (21.7%) (25%) (47.1%)
5. I sponsor orphans and vulnerable children &b 52 32 141 1.75
schools. (6.25%) (21.7%) (13.33%) (58.75%)
6. | give out any unused materials to les$44 96 0 0 3.60
privileged children in schools. (60%) (40%) (0%) (0%)
7. | felt for parents whose wards and lads afy 168 25 0 3.09
roaming around the street for survival. (19.6%) (70%) (10.4%)  (0%)
8. Orphans and vulnerable children are notorio&8 112 25 15 1.86
in my area. (36.7%) (46.7%) (10.4%) (6.2%)
9. I have no difficulties in living with orphans@n 69 171 0 0 3.28
vulnerable children around me. (28.75%) (71.25%) (0%) (0%)
10. Orphans and vulnerable children are veg4 131 25 0 3.14
helpful to me. (35%) (54.6%) (10.4%) (0%)

Table 1 above presents the result of the resposdentaring for OVC,using frequency counts, peges and
mean as derived from the data collected. Out of(1€) items that tested theattitudes of Nigeriansards
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caring for orphans and vulnerable children, thailtemdicated that items 1,2,3,6, 7, 9 and 10 waibeve
average mean or mid-point of 2.5. On the other haeihs 4, 5 and 8 were below average mean or wiiat-pf

2.5,

Research Question 2What are the views of orphans and vulnerable caildabout Nigerians in meeting their

needs?

Table 2: Analysis ofthe views of orphans and vulneble children about Nigerians in meeting their neesl

S/N  views of orphans and vulnerable children Fregency, Percentage (%) & Mean
SA A D SD Mean
1. I hawk before my guardian give me food. 24 46 91 79 2.43

(10%)  (19.2%) (37.9%)  (32.9%)

2. People around my neighbourhood hati44 96 0 0
shown a kind gesture to me. (60%) (40%) (0%) (0%)
3. I have been severally harassed and sexud9 123 14 4
abuse. (41.3%) (51.3%) (5.83%) (1.67%)
4. My guardian used me as a slave. 47 168 25 0
(19.6%) (70%) (10.4%)  (0%)
5. | usually receive beaten by my guardian t83 126 18 13
wake me up. (34.6%) (52.5%) (7.5%) (5.42%)
6. The room am living is conducive and 0 128 112
hygienic enough (0%) (0%) (53.3%) (46.7%)
7. | am given required treatment whenever a0 84 28 8
ill by people around me. (50%) (35%) (11.7%) (3.3%)

3.60

1.62

1.59

3.01

1.53

3.28

Table 2 shows the result of the respondents (OMiQua Nigeriansin meeting their needs,using frequenc
counts, percentages and mean as derived from thecdected. Out of seven (7) items that testedidws of
OVC about Nigerians in meeting their needs, thaelténdicated that items 2, 5, and 7 were aboveaye
mean or mid-point of 2.5. On the other hand, itdm3, 4 and 6 were below average mean or mid-@diats.
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Research Question 3Vhat are the strategies for community mobilizatiowards addressing orphans and
vulnerable children phenomenon in Nigeria?

Table 3: Analysis of the strategies for community mbilization towards addressing orphans and
vulnerable children in Nigeria

S/IN  views of orphans and vulnerable Frequency, Percentage (%) & Mean
children SA A D SD Mean

1. Through global partnership orphans an#l18 122 0 0 3.49
vulnerable children phenomenon can b@9.2%) (50.8%) (0%) (0%)
addressed.

2. Good advocacy can bring awareness fi®2 118 0 0 3.51
the general public (50.8%) (49.2%) (0%) (0%)

3. Religions institution has a major role tdl22 118 0 0 3.51
play in solving OVC problems. (50.8%) (49.2%) (0%) (0%)

4. The establishment of social securitd4 196 0 0 3.18

scheme has immensely contribution fo(18.3%) (81.7%) (0%) (0%)
addressing OVC phenomenon.

5. The establishment of special educationall8 122 0 0 3.49
institution can help to re-integrate street49.2%) (50.8%) (0%) (0%)
children.

6. Enactment of laws by the government caf8 192 0 0 3.20
help to reduce violence against OVC (20%) (80%) (0%) (0%)

7. Involvement offamily-relative support,165 75 0 0 3.69

philanthropist and community based68.8%) (31.2%) (0%) (0%)
organizations can help to cater for the
OVC needs.

Table 3 present the result of the respondents erstitategies for community mobilization towards radding
orphans and vulnerable children phenomenon in Niferphans and Vulnerable Children) about Nigeiians
meeting their needs,using frequency counts, pexgestand mean as derived from the data collecteé@dOu
seven (7) items that tested thestrategies for camtynumobilizationtowards addressing OVC, the result
indicated that all items were above average meanidipoint of 2.5.

Hypothesis testing
HO,:There is no significant relationship between thétwdes of Nigerians and views of orphans and
vulnerable children towards meeting their daily dee

Hypothesis postulated was tested using Pearsoru&rétbment Correlation, at the 0.05 level of sigi@hce.
The results are shown in tables 4.

Table 4: Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coeffient showing relationship between the attitudes of
Nigerians and views of orphans and vulnerable chileén towards meeting their daily needs

Variables No df r-value Sig. Decision
Nigerians 240
478 .065 0.01 Rejected
ovc 240
P <0.05

Table 4 indicates that the r-value .065 is obtawét a p-value 0.001 computed at 0.05 alpha leS#ice the
p-value 0.01 is less than the 0.05 alpha levelr@fbee, the null hypothesis is rejected. This implihat there is
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a significant positive relationship between thatades of Nigerians and views of orphans and vealbler
children towards meeting their daily needs [r (4%&).65, p<0.05].

Summary of Findings
From the preceding data analysis, the followinglifigs were deduced:

i. Nigerians offered donations for less privilegedaden;

ii. People had shown a kind gesture to OVC;

iii. Through global partnership, involvement offamilyatévze support, philanthropist and community
based organizations and establishment of socialrisgscheme has greater contribution towards
addressing OVC phenomenon and;

iv. There is significant relationship between the adiits of Nigerians and views of orphans and
vulnerable children towards meeting their dailydsee

Discussion of Results
The results from the analysis in Table 1 item 3eed®d that “I offered donations for less privileggdldren”
109 (45.4%) respondents strongly agreed, 84 (35§f@ead, 28 (11.7%) disagreed and 19 (7.9%) strongly
disagreed. The mean score of 3.18 was obtained fabte 1 item 3. This finding is agreed with therkvof
Fajonyomi (2016) that Nigerians have positive adhiis to voluntary giving and they could as welldimposed
to giving for the cause of adult education. Thalifigs of the study also revealed that “respondeaiigious
beliefs encouraged care for orphans and vulnerdbldren” This finding is in line with the verse tife Holy
Quaran (Q 93, V5-10) which says:

Verily your Lord will give you all good so that yshall be well-pleased. Did he not

find you (Muhammed SAW) an orphan and gave youfagee And he found

unaware and guided you. He found you poor and myaderich. Therefore, treat

not the orphan with oppression and repulse notbggar

The above verses affirmed that the doctrine ohigtareligion is conforming for the encouragementafe for
orphans and vulnerable children. In addition, theutts from the analysis shows the view of orplret tthe
room am living is conducive and hygienic enough'8 1%3.3%) respondents disagreed, 112 (46.7%) were
strongly disagreed while none of the respondemntsgly agreed. The mean score of 1.53 was obtéhoea
table 2 items 6 which indicated that orphan andexdble children were not living in a hygienic eoniment.
This finding is contrary with the report of Nigemidribune newspaper (2017, p15) that a child thatell-fed

will not be prone to kwashiorkor and other childdatiseases. Provision of medical care for childieould be
paramount to the government. It is the respongibdf parents to provide within their financial edgility
adequate clothing for their children.

Furthermore, the results from the analysis on thategjies for community mobilization towards addieg
orphans and vulnerable children phenomenon in Nigae as follows “through global partnership omhand
vulnerable children phenomenon can be addresse}i{49.2%) respondents strongly agreed, 122 (501886¢
agreed while none of the respondents disagreetramgdy disagreed. The mean score of 3.49 wasirwida
from table 3 item 1. This is also in accordancehlite assertion by Godfrey, Ebunlomo, Jonathoh,J&h and
Bram (2009) who reported that addressing the neédsphans and vulnerable children (OVC) and mttiga
negative outcomes of the growing OVC population ldwide should be a high priority for national
governments and international stakeholders acrbesglobe with emphasis on issues related to social,
economic, and human rights dimensions. The globainprship need to be formed among the interndtiona
communities as a synergy for eliminating orphangl amlnerable children’s problems. International
organizations who offered humanitarian servicessthe globe such as UNESCO, UNICEF, UNDP, WHO,
USAID, UNHCR, ECOWAS should double or quadrupleirtieéforts and collaborate.

“The establishment of social security scheme hasense contribution to addressing OVC phenomenoh”. 4
(18.3%) respondents strongly agreed, 196 (81.7%geaigwhile none of the respondents disagreed ongliy
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disagreed. The mean score of 3.18 was obtained. réBult indicated that, as a matter of urgendhatevel
government, there would be need to establish seealrity scheme for OVC. Furthermore, “involveinen
offamily-relative support, philanthropist and commity based organizations can help to cater for GhéC
needs” 165 (68.8%) respondents strongly agreed(3132%) were agreed while none of the respondents
disagreed or strongly disagreed. The mean scoBe68f was obtained. This finding corroborated thewbf
Ambali and Fajonyomi (2015) remarked that commumhiised associations (CBAs) should be driven by the
desire to embark on two principal goals of exeauelf-help projects for the benefit of the comntyiaind or
improvement of the living standard of their members

“Enactment of laws by the government can help tluce violence against orphans and vulnerable @rmifd48
(20%) respondents strongly agreed, 192 (80%) wgreed while none of the respondents disagreedamgy
disagreed. The mean score of 3.20 was obtained. fifding agreed with the report of article 29 loé tChild
Rights Act CRA paragraph 29 (1.d) which calls faréparation of the child for responsible life infaee
society, in the spirit of understanding, peaceerahce, equality of sexes, and friendship amongediples,
ethnic, national and religious groups and persohsdigenous origirf.

Similarly, the National Guideline and Standard cdd®ice (NGSP) for OVC in Nigeria have it that pigion of
comprehensive, efficient and effective care, suppmd protection of orphans and vulnerable childiren
Nigeria is not negotiable (Federal Ministry of Wamaffairs and Social Development, 2007). Howevherée
machineries should be put in place to implemerit giv@vision.

Based on the research hypotheses tested, it wasaleelvthat there was significant relationship betwéhe
attitudes of Nigerians and views of orphans andemable children towards meeting their daily neddss

indicated that Nigerians has been meeting the neédise orphans and vulnerable children. Thus, rthi

hypothesis is rejected. This implies that thera satistically significant difference in the atties of Nigerians
and views of orphans and vulnerable children towanéeting their daily needs [r (478) = 0.65, p<Q.05

Conclusion

The paper examined the situation of Orphans ancérfable Children (OVC) which have become global
phenomenon. The OVC problem is prevalent in Nigetfi's impediment calls for the attention of alldan
sundry, as the government alone cannot adequattdy for OVC needs, due to competing demand foitdiin
government resources. The paper also highlighteshgtmobilization that may bring the lasting sauti It
suggest that community mobilization has the poaémdi improve conditions for OVC so as to completrtee
government efforts.

Recommendations
Based on the findings of the study, the followirgammendations were made:
i. The general public should be better enlightenedvoluntary donations for less privileged
children;
ii. The use of mass media should also be exploredeating awareness among the members of
public for supporting and caring for the OVC neeais]l
iii. Strong synergy should be encouraged between intenah donors and government as a global
partnership on orphans and vulnerable childreio aster for their needs;
iv. As a matter urgency the government at all levelkhmake provision for adequate social security
scheme in its annual budget.
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Appendix |

Sample Population Distribution

S/IN State Goe-political Zone LGA’s Population

Capital

1. Kano Kano North-West Gwale 357,827
Nasarawa 596,411

2. Sokoto Sokoto North-West Sokoto sorth 197,686
Wamakko 179,246

3. Borno Maiduguri North-East Maiduguri 540,016
Jere 209,107

4. Bauchi Bauchi North-East Bauchi 493,730
Ganjuwa 278,471

5. Niger Minna North-Central Bosso 148,136
Chanchaga 202,151

6. Kwara llorin North-Central llorin east 207,462
llorin west 365,221

7. Lagos Ikeja South-West Ikeja 317,614
Agege 461,743

8. QOyo Ibadan South-West Ibadan central 331,444
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Ibadan north 308,119
9. Anambra Okar South- East Onitsha north 125,918
Onitsha south 137,191
10. Imo Owerri South- East Owerri north 176,334
Owerri municipal 125,337
11. Edo Benin South- South Oredo 374,515
Ikpoba-Okha 372,080
12. Delta Asaba South- South Oshimili north 118,540
Oshimili south 150,032
6,774,331

Total population

Sources: Adopted from National Population Censu8620
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