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Abstract
This study considered the performance of studentdifferent secondary school

categories in Kwara State. The study randomly $ete@40 different schools
stratified into public and private, day and boardias well as single sex or mixed
sex schools out of over 560 registered public ardhfe secondary schools in the
State. A self-designed Academic Performance Clsteldis used to collect students’
results while School Categories Questionnaire wadmiaistered to harvest
information on the characteristics of the differesthool types. One research
question was formulated for the study it was anedersing percentages while three
research hypotheses were tested using Chi squstreTtee study found a prevalence
of performance differentials between public and/gté secondary schools as well
as between day and boarding schools while diffexena performance between
mixed gender schools and single gender schoolsfawasd to be low. The study
found out significant difference between the penfmmces of Public and Private
secondary schools in Kwara State ( cal X 2.63>iaait X 1.96). A significant
difference also existed between the performanc®ayf students and Boarding
students (cal X 2.64> critical X 1.96) while theudy found out no significant
difference between the performance of Single gesdkools and Mixed gender
schools (cal X 0.84 < critical X 1.96). The studyncluded that school categories
and types have a significant influence on the agadeerformance of students as
students from private secondary schools performeiteb than their counterparts
from public secondary schools. Also this influen@es significant for boarding and
day schools. The study recommended the re-intraucif boarding system in
public secondary schools to bridge the performagege.

Keywords: School categories, Single sex schools, Mixeda®oss, Public schools and Private schools

Introduction

Academic performance of students is a product otrse factors: the student, the school, and theéegys
impacts on student learning and on the outcomeariing activities. Academic performance of stusldrds
been a matter of great concern to all stakeholder&ducation because of the substantial amount of
resources(financial, physical and human) expendeddvernment and private school owners on the secto
According to the Federal Government of Nigeria @0&econdary education occupies a unique posiidine
educational system of Nigeria. It serves as a hiekween primary and higher education by absorbiveg t
products of the former and supplying input into kdiger.

There are different categories of secondary edutatie have single sex schools where the schoallptpn is
made up of either male or female students and meeadschool where the school is made up of botle rzad
female students. There are also Day schools whedersts come from their various homes to the schwety
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day, and Boarding schools where students live withe school premises in dormitory. Private schaok
owned and operated by private individuals and degdions while public schools are owned and operate
various government arms and agencies.

The goal of each school type varies and effortsabsays geared towards meeting these goals. Ther riclga
behind mixed gender schools is to promote harmanibealthy learning environment among differenieseof
students and to encourage healthy competition wbichd motivate the female students for greatedacsc
accomplishments, especially in male dominatedeties. Most of the time, the purpose of boardingosts
centered around the need for students to concertratheir studies and be insulated from home andly
environments distractions. Public schools are Inast up to promote access to education by cisizerd as a
weapon to fight poverty and promote developmentstnpuivate schools are set up to meet double gufals
providing alternatives to public education and algioen access to education where limited oppoiesit
abounds in public schools.

As school population continues to increase theu@rfte of school type, sex and location on academic
performance is generating much research intere¢ad® (2009) for instance, has demonstrated thetoddype

did not make a contribution to the academic achiear@ of a sample of secondary school students imGQtate
independently of the influence of their home baokgds. Ayodele (2000) revealed that other thingage
equal, students attending private or other independchool had higher levels of achievement thadestts
from government schools. However, Bolade (2009kded that type of school did not make a contrilvuta
academic performance while Ajayi (2006) in his stuelvealed that school type make a difference udestts’
academic performance. According to Alimi, Ehincdad Alabi (2011), the mean performance of studants
private schools was slightly higher than that @itttounterparts in the public schools. Howevemestudies
have examined location planning and their attenglartonsequence on examined performance of students i
various states of the Federation. Delana(2009Pwyle (2008) reported that rural schools wererinfeand
lacking in the range of facilities with high stafirnover and suffered from lack of continuity irithcurriculum.
Obe (1984) observed a significant difference irakurban academic performance of 480 primary shost
finalist on the aptitude subtests of the Nationahfthon Entrance Examination into Secondary Schddis.
researcher concluded that children from urban deh@ere superior to their rural counterparts.

Gana (2001) studied relationship between acadegriofmance and school location. The study revetdat
there was no significant difference between acadg@miformance of students in urban and rural sch@ghyi
(2006) also found out that school type makes auifice on students’ academic achievement. Kee@a8)1
found out that the type of school, classified abliguor private did not make any difference on stotd’
academic performance. However, Eme(2014) found thdtren who attended private schools generally
perform better in mathematics than did their pubthool counterparts. He concluded that theresigraficant
disparity in the mean score of students in privatlkools and those of public schools. Students fpoirate
schools had an average score of 54.72 while thegrspin public schools had a low mean score ofXBte
notion that pupils in private primary schools aedtér academic achievers’ than their counterpartgublic
primary schools is dependent on the assumptionpitiedite schools are adequately equipped with huamah
material resources and that those resources areneleal towards a purposeful educational objectives
authoritatively. However, the private schools dse economic goals to meet. The common interesil of
school types centre around good education, exeieglily good academic performance at the end of the
schooling programme.

Problem of the study

The performance of these various school types ilipwexaminations has never been uniform; most gime
performances were tailored towards school typegergifitiated by ownership, management styles and
operational strategies. Public schools performanocexternal examinations has declined over thesyaais
have resulted in loss of confidence in the schbglparents. However, private schools have contiriaezhjoy
growth in numbers and enrolment cashing on the dds®nfidence in public schools. Many factors agded
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for students’ academic performance; prominent amthegn is what Odinko (2002) referred to as struattur
variables of the school such as school and teattaacteristics.

It has also been discovered that public secondamgads face problems such as lack of teachersfertefe
school administration, lack of supervision, inad#gufunding, poor maintenance lack of good classsyo
tables, libraries, laboratories and over crowedsda and most importantly, eradication of schtolctires
such as the boarding and mixed school systemsatkgbeculiar with public school system in the [a@s and
early 80's. These peculiarities hampered publimethperformance as shown by consistent poor paence
in external examinations. However, private scheoipy relatively smooth academic programme, tougimer
regular administration and control as well as yagbod school infrastructures. Many of them also boarding
systems with mixed student populations which helpmte closer student monitoring and disciplinegltinsy
academic competition among various students’ sexelsbalanced learning environment. Invariably, pere
expect private schools to consistently post gosdlte in external examinations.

Research Question
What is the performance of students from diffeattool types in Kwara State?
Research Hypotheses
H1: There is no statistically significant differencethre academic performance of students from mixed
sex and single sex secondary schools in Kwara State
H2: There is no statistically significant @ifénce in the academic performance of students dayrand
boarding schools in Kwara State.
H3: There is no statistically significant diffe@nin the academic performance of students fronfigpahd
private secondary schools in Kwara State

Purpose of Study
The purpose of this study was to appraise the peence of different school types and justify whetlheasons
for having different school types have been mettanghat extent good performance have been aetiie
the existing different school types. Specificatlye purpose was to examine the influence of sctypals on the
academic performance of students in:
i. Mixed sex and Single sex schools in Kwara State
ii. Day and Boarding school in Kwara State
iii. Public and Private secondary schools in Kwara State

M ethodology

The study categorized secondary schools into twaps: the public and the private schools. Four actypes
were identified within the two groups; viz a-vizxad and single sex schools, boarding and day sshboall,
240 schools were selected along public and privategories to answer the research question. Im €teatum,
equal number of schools was selected for study.stheol sample was purposively selected from eatdgory
and sub categories. The final year results foe fjears (2010- 2014) of each school were aggredated
measure students performance.

Table 1: Distribution of sample from the different school categories

School Category Total School Types

Mixed sex Single sex  Day Boarding
Public Schools 120 90 30(120) 110 (1Q0)
Private Schools 120 105 15(120) 75 yAy)

The study randomly selected 2,350 student resailtghie study this: includes 1,400 results of pulktiool
students and 950 results of private school studétgs 1,500 results from day schools were seleathite 850
boarding school students’ results were also andlytixed sex schools had 1,750 students’ results G0
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single sex students’ results considered. The dateergted were analyzed using frequency counts and
percentages to answer the research question natsieglindependent samples chi-squar@(®ést was used for
the three hypotheses raised in the study at Ov@$ ¢é significance.

Results
Research QuestiolVhat is the performance of students from diffesehbol types in Kwara State?

Table 2: Frequency analysis of Academic Performance of Students in Selected Secondary Schools types in
Kwara State

School Types Level 5 Credihd 4Credits Failed(D7-F9)
(No) above No (%) above No (%) (Blo)

Public schools 1400 @333) 402(28.7) 560()0.
Private schools 950 6&Y.8) 205(21.6) 129603
Day schools 1500 (@®07) 554(36.9) 54686
Boarding Schools 850 302%35. 258(30.4) 290(34.1)
Single sex schools 600 38%p 180(30.0) 88(14.7)
Mixed sex school 1750 808746 412(23.5) 530(30.3)

Source: Kwara State MOH C D

Based on the above results 438(31.3%) of the 1d@iests enrolled in public schools had 5 credit almove,
402(28.7%) had 4 credits while 40.0% (560 studefatit@d compared to 616 (64.8%) who had 5 credid a
above among 950 students enrolled in private sesgnschools, 205(21.6%) had 4 credits and 129(18.6%
failed.

It can be concluded thus, that students enrollegrivate schools performed better than their caypates in
public secondary schools. Findings show that mtudests (35.5%) passed in boarding school comptared
26.7% that passed with 5 credits and above in dagdl. The reason for the differences may be aiteith to the
reading culture among boarding students which nejabking in day schools. Findings in Table 2 akow
higher percentage of the students who enrolledrigles gender school performs better in terms of Ineirrof
credits passed. This implies that single sex acadenvironment facilitates effective teaching aedrhing,
enhances student concentration and reduces any dbrdistractions unlike mixed sex school which may
encourage distraction among learners.

Resear ch Hypotheses
H;: There is no statistically significant differencetire academic performance of students from pulshoal
and private schools in Kwara State secondary sshool

Table 3: Chi-square (X% Analysis of academic performance of students from public and private schools in
Kwara State.

Variable N Mean SD DF CalX CritX?>  Level of Sig
x) value value R 0.05

School types

(public/private) 240 67.14 7.16 Not Sig.

Academic 238 263 1.96 H Rejected

Performance 240 67.58 247.

The result in Table 3 shows that the calculatéd/alue of (2.63) obtained is greater than the aaitX*-value
(1.96) with df = 238 at90.05 level of significance. Therefore, the rupothesis is hereby rejected which
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implies that there is a significant difference e tacademic performance of students in private mrdic
secondary schools in Kwara State.

H.: There is no statistically significant differencethe academic performance of students from mixedasel
single sex secondary schools in Kwara State

Table 4: Chi-Square analysis of academic performance of students from mixed gender and single gender
schoolsin Kwara State.

Variable N Mean SD DF  CalX Crit.X?  Level of Sig
) (x value valu R 0.05

School types

(Mixed/Single) 240 76.56 8.41 Not Sig.
Academic 238 0.84 1.96 H, Rejected
Performance 240 74.03 67.3

From Table 4, the calculatecP-Xalue of 0.84 obtained is less than the criticavXlue of 1.96 with the df =
238 at g 0.05 level of significance. Thus, the null hypegis was accepted. This implies that there is no
significant difference in the academic performaotstudents in both mixed and single schools.

Ha: There is no statistically significant differencetire academic performance of students of Day aaaidiy
schools in Kwara State secondary schools.

Table 5: Chi-square (X?) analysis of academic performance of Day and Boarding schoolsin Kwara State.

Variable N Mean DS DF CalX CritX> Level of Sig
(x) value value R 0.05

School types

(Day/Boarding) 240 63.11 7.12 Not Sig.
Academic 238 264 1.96 H; Rejected
Performance 240 60.42 7.59

The result in Table 5 showed that the calculatédeXt value (2.64) obtained is greater than thecatiX>
value (1.96) with the df= 238 ag.05 level of significance. Therefore, the nulpbthesis (Hg was rejected.
This shows that there is significant differencetie academic performance of students from day aaading
school.

Discussion of findings

The result in Table 2 shows the analysis of studemtademic performance based on school types. The
percentage of the student that had 5 credits andeafsom private school is better of the percentafythose

that passes with the same credit in public secgrstarool. This finding was supported by the findired Ajayi
(2006) in a study of student’s performance in gevaand public schools. His finding shows that theans
scores of student in private schools outweigh dfigheir counterpart from public schools.

Table 2 shows further that student enrolled iingls sex school perform better than their courgdrpnrolled

in mixed sex school. It revealed in the table $&183% of the students enrolled in a single sex @chassed
with 5 credits and above compared with 47.2% thaspd with 4 credits and above in mixed sex schools
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Table 3 shows a significant difference in the acsideperformance of students from public and private
secondary schools in Kwara State. This might besalt of many academically unhelpful factors thatvades
the public school sector which was earlier highighin this paper. Private schools, because of tidgue
management and administration styles have been@lidege an effective and efficient co-ordinatimithuman
and material resources for teaching and learniragreed with the finding of Alimi, et al (2011) igh found a
significant difference in facilities between prigaand public secondary schools in Ondo State.

Table 4 shows a statistically significant differernn the academic performance of students in sisgkeschools
and mixed sex schools. Students in single sex $ehwerform better than their counterparts in mixeex

schools. The finding confirms the work of Tafa (2D1Table 5 shows that student enrolled in boardictgpol

performs better than their counterpart enrolledlaly schools. The findings reveal that close moinigpand

proper supervision of activities justified the reasfor better academic performance exhibited bylestu
enrolled in private schools.

Conclusions
From the findings, it is concluded that there agmificant difference in the performance of studeint different
school types: specifically in public/private, mixestx/single sex, and boarding/day schools. Theystu
concluded that:
e  Students in private secondary schools in KwarégeSiarform better than their counterparts in public
secondary schools.
e Performance of students in Day was significartlydr than the performance of students in Boarding
schools in Kwara State.
» There was a significance difference in the acadgraiformance of students Single sex schools when
compared with performance of students in Mixedsehools in Kwara State.

Recommendations
Based on the conclusion and findings, it was recentad that;

e Government and public school administrators in $tete should embark on study of how private
school owners have been running their schools diathat consistent good performance of students are
almost guaranteed.

e The government and public schools should embarkhenpolicy of sharing experience with private
school owners on how they manage to get good peaioce for their students. There is a need for
synergy between the two school groups.

» By networking and sharing experience with the gevechool sector owners, government should come
up with needs assessment of public schools thathweike them come at par with the private schools
performance.

» Government should re — introduce boarding systemutdic secondary school in the state since it is
evident that boarding schools had been performattebthan their day school counterparts.
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